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AMEMBASSY PARIS NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY RABAT NIACT IMMEDIATE 
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SECRET ALGIERS 3445 

EXDIS 

DEPARTMENT PASS USCINCEUR, CINCNAVEUR, COMSIXTHFLT, FOSIF ROTA 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, AG, MO, MR, SP, SS 

SUBJ: SPANISH SAHARA: POSSIBILITY OF ALGERIAN MILITARY 
MOVE 

1. FRENCH POLITICAL OFFICER ASKED TO SEE ME URGENTLY I700Z, 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26. 

2. HE STATED THAT FRENCH EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A REPORT 
FROM LOCAL FRENCH JOURNALIST THAT, DR. AMIMOUR, PRESS 
COUNSELOR AT THE PRESIDENCY TOLD HIM TODAY THAT QUOTE ALGERIAN- 
MOROCCAN RELATIONS HAVE REACHED POINT OE NO RETURN. ALGERIA 
WILLNOW ASSUME ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, INCLUDING ITS MILITARY 

ONES. THERE WILL BE MILITARY ACTION WITHIN 24 HOURS UNQUOTE. 

3. FRECNH EMBOFF STATED THAT JOURNALIST IS OF UNKNOWN 
RELIABILITY AND THAT FRENCH EMBASSY UNCERTAIN HOW TO 
INTERPRET THIS REPORT. HE WONDERED IE IT WAS TRIAL 
BALLOON AND ASKED IE WE HAD RECEIVED SUCH A REPORT; 

I REPLIED NO. WE THEN CHECKED WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR 
WHO STATED HE HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY SUCH REPORT. 
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4. FRENCH MBOFF SPECULATED THAT STATEMENT REFLECTS 

CURRENT ALGERIAN "INTOXICATION" AND GENERAL RATHER THAN SPECIFIC 
INTENTIONS. HE DID NOT BELIEVE ALGERIA LIKELY TO INITIATE 
MILITARY ACTION WHILE DEBATE STILL GOING ON AT UN. WE AGREED, 
HOWEVER, THAT ALGERIANS ANGERED OVER HASSAN PRESS CONFERENCE AND 
THAT ANY ATTEMPT TO PREDICT THEIR REACTIONS RISKY. 

5. COMMENT: LIKE FRENCH EMBOFF, WE TEND TO DISCOUNT 
THREAT OF IMMEDIATE MAJOR OR OPEN HOSTILITIES; WHAT 
CONSTITUTES "MILITARY ACTION" SUBJECT TO WIDE INTERPRE- 
TATION. REPORT, HOWEVER, DOES STRENGTHEN OUR CONVICTION THAT 
HOSTILITIES MAY BE CLOSER THAN WE HAVE HERETOFORE BELIEVED. 

LYNE 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES 
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